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The Relative and the General in the Sociology of Arab
societies Aspects of the Potential Future: Arab and
Islamic societies have to grapple with their cultural
specificity as they engage with the process of
modernization that has now reached all aspects of
life in an increasingly globalizing world. For
despite  all the prevaling conflicts and
contradictions that are themselves part of the
process, the world is moving towards a global
village. Although cultural specificity is being
recognized in a world that is becoming more and
more relativist and cognizant of the other and of
difference, it has often become a defence
mechanism for declining change. Thus, the main
question posed by the social sciences is: what are the
limits of relativism? It requires that we do not
accept the agenda of the ‘other’ without
reservations as the ‘other’ may be concerned with
exotic issues or matters that serve his/her own
interests.  Specificity in
development in the Arab World implies the need
to localize development concepts,
satisfying basic needs as well as the need to come
up with new concepts to replace those on which
there is no consensus such as freedom, welfare
and progress. Specificity requires understanding
(Weber) and explanation (Durkheim) as we
study the present and particularly as we deal
with statistics, in order to reveal the depth of

the phenomena i.e., their implications.
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The Future of Social Sciences in the Arab World
Through Some Indicators: The paper aims at
describing the status of social sciences in the
Arab World and Turkey based on indicators
related to their development and research
environment Focusing on available
resources for the collection and processing
of data — which is a difficult task in the Arab
region -, the researcher concludes that social
sciences are characterized by their weakness
on the methodological and theoretical levels.
He contrasts the Arab social science scene
with that of Turkey using the following
indicators: First: Indicators of accumulation
of knowledge, research production, and the
dissemination of publications via scientific
periodicals; second: Indicators of research
cooperation and  collaborative  research
through the examination of research centers
that focus on regional cooperation either at
the level of the region as a whole or at the
level of sub-regions such as the Gulf, the
Mashreq and North Africa; third: Indicators
of interaction between training, and
employment on one hand and research
development on the other; fourth: Indicators
of public perceptions of social science; fifth:
Indicators of accessing information and
extracting knowledge and sixth: indicators of
quantitative and  qualitative growth of
research.
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Email : aklatreche@planning.gov.qa

Arab Researchers in the Diaspora:
What Future Role for Developing Social Sciences
in the Arab Countries?: The FEuropean
universities and especially the French ones
have helped produce thousands of Arab
researchers and PhD holders in different
disciplines including the social sciences.
Thus, French universities have acquired the
reputation of being the most popular
channels for the production of new
generations of Arab social scientists. In
addition, French universities are also the
main centres/institutions for debating
research issues of relevance to the Maghreb
societies.. The aim of this study is to
evaluate the role of Arab social scientists
residing in France and discuss means of
enhancing this role in the future. But
before doing that, the author examines the
role of study abroad in enhancing higher
education in the Maghreb countries.
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